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ABSTRACT 
In the Kingston upon Thames area before The Great War the following clubs 

existed: The Kingston & District Motor Cycle Club [K&DMCC]; The Richmond 

& District Motor Cycle Club, which became The Richmond & Surbiton Motor 

Cycle Club, then the Richmond & Surbiton Motor Club [R&SMC] and the 

Surbiton & Kingston Motor Cycle Club [S&KMCC]. K&DMCC and S&KMCC 

members were recruited from men engaged in trade or commerce. They 

included keepers of clothing shops, commercial travellers, dealers in cycles 

and motor cars, clerks, a foreman joiner, a manager of a corn & coal 

merchant’s business and a cycle maker.  The chairman of K&DMCC was an 

insurance broker and the chairman of S&KMCC was a commercial traveller.  

Members of K&DMCC and S&KMCC lived in Kingston or nearby. The 

membership of R&SMC, which originally was “recruited mainly from the 

“professional classes” included medical practitioners, a patent agent, an 

automobile engineer, the Assistant Editor of The Motor Cycle magazine, a 

designer in motor engineering, an army officer and the secretary of the 

Autocycle Union.  Some members of R&SMC were associated with the motor 

sport establishment and two were involved in motor engineering.  The 

chairman was a well-connected French nobleman of independent means and 

the club catered for motor car owners as well as motorcyclists.  Despite its 

name, none of the members lived in Richmond or Surbiton and three lived in 

Kingston. Club activities included competitions on public roads, dinners and 

touring weekends. Solo motorcycles ridden by members included Douglas, 

Swift, Minerva Excelsior, Premier, Triumph, Humber, NSU and Rover 

machines.  Motorcycle sidecar outfits were powered by Foster-Dawson, Rover 

and Premier machines.  A Riley tricar, a ROC-Peugeot motor car and a 

Lagonda motor car also were used by club members.    The overall 

impression was that the members of S&KMCC were better off financially than 

the members of the other clubs. The start of the Great War probably curtailed 

the clubs’ activities. 
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INTRODUCTION 
This paper is the outcome of research on motorcycle clubs in the Kingston 

upon Thames area before the start of the First World War [1914-1918] when 

motor cycling and motoring were still in their infancies. 1  In order of 

establishment, they were 1. The Kingston & District Motor Cycle Club, 2. The 

Richmond & District Motor Cycle Club which became the Richmond and 

Surbiton Motor Cycle Club, later renamed as The Richmond and Surbiton 

Motor Club and 3. The Surbiton & Kingston Motor Cycle Club.    

 The project was to investigate, as far as possible, the formation of the 

clubs, the members, the club’s activities and, to a limited extent, the motor 

vehicles used by members. The main sources were The Motor Cycle, a 

magazine first published in 1903, The Surrey Comet, a newspaper first 

published in 1854, and the Enumerators’ Books of the 1911 Census obtained 

from Ancestry.2  

GLOSSARY 
Motorcycle – an ordinary bicycle with a small engine attached, also known as 

a motor bicycle, or a purpose-made powered two-wheeled vehicle. 

Motorcycle sidecar outfit - a motorcycle with a sidecar attached, usually for 

carrying a passenger. 

Tricar - A powered tricycle. 

Forecar -  A powered tricycle with a seat for a passenger mounted in front of 

the driver’s seat.  
Motor Car - a powered four-wheeled vehicle usually with at least two seats, 

including the driver’s seat. 

KINGSTON & DISTRICT MOTOR CYCLE CLUB [K&DMCC] 
The club was first recorded in 1904.  In the summer of that year, an interest in 

motorcycles in Kingston was demonstrated by advertisements in The Surrey 

Comet.  These were placed by H. Horseman, of Acre Road, who advertised a 

Swift motorcycle for £50, Velocity Cycle & Motor Cycle Works, of Fife Road, 

which offered motorcycles built to order from £25 and Batchelor’s Motor & 

Cycle Works, also of Fife Road, which advertised a second-hand Excelsior 

machine for  £22 and 10 shillings, and two Minerva motorcycles priced at £21 

and £28 and 10 shillings, respectively.3  
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 On 20 June 1904, The Motor Cycle reported that “The pleasant riverside 

town of Kingston-on-Thames has decided to have a motor cycle club”.   The 

newspaper’s opinion was that following a successful preliminary meeting 

there was every prospect of forming a strong and prosperous association.  

The headquarters of the new club was to be at The Anglers inn in Portsmouth 

Road, Kingston, where there had been an informal gathering of prospective 

members on the evening of Wednesday, 6 July. Unfortunately, nobody at 

these meetings was identified.   

 The first official meeting at The Anglers was on Saturday, 23 July 1904 at 

2.30 pm. 4  Probably, the current K&DMCC had its origins in these 

developments in the summer of 1904.5   No other references to the club were 

found until 1912 [below].  However, there was evidence of motorcycling in 

Kingston in The Motor Cycle of 27 November 1905.  It reported that although 

a 10 mph speed limit had been imposed on various streets in Kingston, no 

motorcyclist would consider it to be any hardship to be restricted in this way.6  

Moreover, in 1905, Mumford’s Cycle Shop in Eden Street advertised that they 

could fit Minerva engines to bicycles, thus converting them into motor 

bicycles.7    

 
Figure 1. The Anglers Inn, Portsmouth Road, Kingston upon Thames,     

c. 1890.  The Kingston & District Motor Cycle Club had its first meeting 
here in 1904. Picture K1-142, reproduced by kind permission of Kingston 

Museum & Heritage Service. 
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Figure 2. Mumford’s Cycle Shop, Eden Street, Kingston upon Thames, at 

the side of the Three Compasses inn, 1905.  In the works in Fairfield 
Road, Minerva engines were fitted to bicycles to convert them into 

motor bicycles. Abstracted from picture K1-135 held at Kingston History 
Centre and reproduced by kind permission of Kingston Museum & 

Heritage Service. 

 After a gap of eight years, the K&DMCC appeared again in The Motor 

Cycle. On 21 March 1912, it reported a meeting held on 8 March “with the 

object of forming a motor cycle club for Kingston upon Thames” and that 

intending members should write to Mr. A. Strutt, the temporary honorary 

secretary.  Thus, it was assumed that the club founded in 1904 had ceased to 

exist or perhaps its membership had dwindled to the point that it needed to be 

restarted.  This was supported by the statement in the Surrey Comet of 13 

April 1910 which indicated that there were no local motorcycle clubs between 

Richmond and Guildford at the time. Clearly the initiative was successful 

because, on 29 April 1912, The Motor Cycle reported that the club's 

membership was approaching forty, and that runs to Brighton and Oxford had 

taken place. 

PEOPLE  
In the first report in The Motor Cycle in 1904 nobody connected with the 

K&DMCC was mentioned and so it was impossible to determine who, if 

anyone of the 1904 association, remained a member of the reformed club.8 
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On 3 December 1912, The Motor Cycle reported that between sixty and 

seventy people attended a dinner at The Kingston Hotel but failed to identify 

any of the attendees.9 However, The Surrey Comet, on 7 December 1912, 

provided a fuller account of the event, and named some of those who were 

present. Reports in The Motor Cycle of 18 September 1913, 2 October 1913, 

12 March 1914 and 7 May 1914, enabled other members of the club to be 

identified.  

THE DINNER OF 1912 
The dinner appeared to be a most convivial affair with prize-giving, speeches, 

toasts, with songs and violin music. 
Charles George Todd Butler, President, took the chair. In the 1911 Census, 

he was 37 years of age, an unmarried insurance broker, described as a 

“visitor, friend”,  born in Reading, Berkshire, who lived at 47 Holmesdale Road, 

Teddington, across the river from Kingston.  He presented a trophy to the club, 

called “The Butler Challenge Cup”.   

Arthur Strutt, Hon. Secretary, was 24 years of age, in the Census, born in 

Kingston, the head of the household, a married keeper of a tailor’s shop who 

lived in Carlton Villa, Chesfield Road, Kingston.  A member of the Royal Navy 

Volunteer Reserve, in WW1, he served on HMS President II, a shore 

establishment in London and on HMS Daedalus, a Royal Navy Air Station at 

Lee-on-Solent.10 

D.W. Morgan, Club Captain, was runner-up of the Butler Cup competition. 

Nothing more was discovered about him.   

Thomas Arthur Edwards, Club Vice-Captain, was the winner of the Butler 

Cup. In the 1911 Census, he was 28 years of age, born in Wandsworth, the 

head of the household, a married commercial traveller in the building trade 

and lived at 39 Staunton Road, Kingston.   

Percy Harrison, assumed to be a member, donated a prize. In the 1911 

Census, he was 31 years of age, born in Grantham, Lincolnshire, the head of 

the household, a married outfitter, living at 41 Birkenhead Avenue, Kingston.  

The Surrey Comet, on 15 January 1910, carried an advertisement for his shop 

in 12 Thames Street, Kingston.11  

Wallace Henry Batchelor, assumed to be a member, donated a prize. The 

Surrey Comet of 1 June 1910 indicated that Wallace Batchelor, of 36 
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Clarence Street, Kingston, was an agent for Royal Enfield lightweight 

motorcycles.  In the 1911 Census, he was aged 35, a married cycle and motor 

dealer, born in North Holmwood, Surrey, the head of the household, living at 9 

Canbury Avenue, Kingston.  Possibly, he was the proprietor of Batchelor’s 

Motor & Cycle Works, which was in Fife Road, Kingston, in 1904 [above].  
Perhaps he was involved in setting up the K&DMCC of 1904.  Bacon and 

Hallworth, 2004, reported that in Kingston, between 1904-1906, Wallace 

Batchelor built Wallace forecars using a 4 hp, water-cooled White & Poppe 

engine in a well-made design.  The transmission was by chain drive to the 

rear wheel and included a clutch, while the machine was fitted with footboards 

to improve the comfort of the rider.12   
Alexander Arthur Letzer, assumed to be a member, was present. In the 

1911 Census, he was 38 years of age, born in Birmingham, the head of the 

household, a married motor car dealer, living at “Swanmore”, Cedars Road, 

Hampton Wick, just across the river from Kingston.  The Surrey Comet of 9 

January 1909 carried an advertisement for Letzer & Jordon of 40 Clarence 

Street, Kingston which claimed that they were the “oldest established motor 

firm in the southwest of London”. 

William Henry Owen Steer, assumed to be a member, was present. In the 

1911 Census, he was 22 years of age, born in Kingston, a son of the head of 

the household, an unmarried clerk employed in a coal merchant’s business, 

living at 43 Fassett Road, Kingston.   

 The following people also were present: Mr. Dawson, who donated a prize, 

Mr. Read, Mr. S. Purnell and Mr. J. Gibbons. However, nothing more was 

discovered about them.   
MEMBERS IN 1913 
The Surrey Comet of 18 January 1913 reported that the Annual General 

Meeting [AGM] of the club was to be held at the Kingston Hotel at 8 pm sharp 

but no names were mentioned.  

James Wilson Wilson,  according to the The Motor Cycle of 18 September 

1913, was the club’s new Hon. Secretary.  In the 1911 Census, he was 37 

years of age, born in Dundee, Scotland, an unmarried, self-employed 

manufacturers’ agent in the export trade, who boarded at 25 Bloomfield Road, 
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Kingston.  In 1908, he volunteered to serve for another two years in the 

London Scottish Regiment that was part of the Territorial Force.13 

D. W. Morgan, according to a report in The Motor Cycle of 2 October 1913, 

was placed first in the Butler Cup competition.  Nothing more was discovered 

about him. 

Frederick Wombwell was, according to the abovementioned report, was 

runner-up in the Butler Cup competition.   In the 1911 Census, he was 36 

years of age, born in Wellow, Nottinghamshire, the head of the household, a 

married foreman joiner, living at 72 Atbara Road, Teddington, over the river 

from Kingston.  

F. Dawson was reported to be the runner-up in the competition.  Nothing 

more was discovered about him, although he could have been the Mr Dawson 

who donated a prize in 1912 [above]. 

MEMBERS IN 1914 
Herbert Vincent Sier, according to The Motor Cycle of 12 March 1914 was 

the club’s new Hon. Secretary. In 1915, the Kingston Electoral Roll showed 

that he lived in a single room, probably as a lodger, at 32 Durlston Road, 

Kingston for which the weekly rent was 15 shillings. The Census of 1901, 

showed that he was born in Bermondsey and was living in Southwark.  He 

was aged 19 then and would have been 31 years of age in 1914.  In 1901, he 

was a clerk and it was assumed that he was a clerk in 1914. In WW1 he 

served in France in the Machine Gun Corps.14   

R. F. Robotton, according to The Motor Cycle of 7 May 1914, was placed first 

in a reliability trial organised by the club. Nothing more was discovered about 

him.  In the same competition, Herbert Vincent Sier was placed second. 

Frederic William Browne was placed third in the abovementioned 

competition.  In the Census of 1911, he was 35 years of age, born in Kingston, 

the head of the household, a married manager of a corn and coal merchant’s 

business, living at “The Woodbines”, Gloucester Road, Norbiton, on the 

outskirts of Kingston. 

MORE ABOUT ACTIVITIES 
The Motor Cycle reported on the activities of the K&DMCC from 1912-1914.  

In 1912, there were runs to Brighton and Oxford, there was a reliability trial 
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and speed judging test from Kingston to Oxford, via the very steep Dashwood 

Hill, near Stokenchurch in Buckinghamshire.   

 In 1913, runs and competitions were organised and a sidecar section was 

planned.  Later, there was a 100 mile reliability trial for the Butler Cup. The 

outward route was Kingston to Petersfield via Dorking, Guildford, Hindhead 

and Liphook.  The participants returned via Alton and Farnham and the event 

finished at The Anchor Hotel, Ripley at 4.30 pm.   

 In March 1914, the fixture list for the forthcoming year was announced. 

Two reliability trials were planned.  There was to be a hill climb, a fault-finding 

competition, a paper chase, with club runs and picnic parties at frequent 

intervals. Moreover, tours at Easter and other holidays being planned.  In May 

1914, the first reliability trial was held.  It started at Surbiton and finished at 

The Anchor Hotel, Ripley.  At the halfway stop at Petersfield, Hampshire,  

luncheon was served. 

MOTORCYCLES  
Reports in the Motor Cycle from 1912-1914 showed that the following 

motorcycles were ridden in K&DMCC’s events: Douglas, Swift and Minerva 

machines of unstated horsepower [hp], Excelsior, 3.5 hp, Premier, 3.5 hp 

Triumph, 3.5 hp,  and Rover, 2.75 hp machines – see Figure 3.  Three 

motorcycle sidecar outfits were identified.  They were powered by Foster-

Dawson, 3.5 hp  Rover  and 3.5 hp Premier motorcycles. The question arose 

whether the Forster-Dawson machine was built to the specification of 

someone called “Forster” and the F. Dawson mentioned above. 

ANALYSIS OF 1911 CENSUS DATA  
Table 1 was constructed to facilitate analysis of the data.  Age range & 
marital status.  The ages varied between 22 and 38, with an average of 

about 32 years. Seven were married and four were unmarried.  Occupations. 
These included insurance broker, keepers of clothing shops, commercial 

traveller, dealers in cycles and motorcars, clerks, a foreman joiner and a 

manager of a corn and coal merchant’s business. Household information.  
Excluding Herbert Vincent Sier, of the ten remaining persons listed, only two 

had servants and the number of rooms in their households ranged between 

six and ten, with most living in in households with six rooms.  Domicile. 
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Seven had addresses in Kingston, one lived in Norbiton, part of Kingston, and 

two lived in Teddington, just across the river from Kingston.   
KINGSTON & DISTRICT MCC 

Name & domicile Status  Age Occupation Rooms Servants 
Charles George Todd 
Butler  
47 Holmesdale Road, 
Teddington 

Unmarried 37 Insurance 
broker 

8 None 

Arthur Strutt 
Carlton Villa, 
Chesfield Road, 
Kingston 

Married 24 Keeper of 
tailor’s shop 

6 None 

Thomas Arthur 
Edwards 
39 Staunton Road, 
Kingston 

Married 28 Commercial 
traveller in the 
building trade 

6 None 

Percy Harrison 
41 Birkenhead 
Avenue, Kingston 

Married 31 Outfitter 6 1 

Wallace Henry 
Batchelor 
9 Canbury Avenue,  
Kingston 

Married 35 Cycle and 
motor dealer 

6 None 

Alexander Arthur 
Letzer 
Swanmore, Cedars 
Road, Hampton Wick 

Married 38 Motor car 
dealer 

8 None 

William Henry Owen 
Steer 
43 Fassett Road, 
Kingston 

Unmarried 22 Clerk in coal 
merchant’s 
business 

10 1 

James Wilson Wilson 
25 Bloomfield Road, 
Kingston 

Unmarried 37 Manufacturers’ 
agent 

8               
[a 
boarder] 

None 

Frederick Wombwell 
72 Atbara Road, 
Teddington 

Married 36 Foreman 
joiner 

6 None 

Herbert Vincent Sier 
32 Durlston Road, 
Kingston 

Unmarried 32 Possibly a 
clerk 

6  
[living in a 
single 
room] 

Unknown 

Frederic William 
Browne 
The Woodbines, 
Gloucester Road, 
Norbiton 

Married 35 Manager of 
corn & coal 
merchant’s 
business 

6 None 

TABLE 1. DATA FROM 1911 CENSUS, KINGSTON & DISTRICT MCC. 
 
RICHMOND & DISTRICT MOTOR CYCLE CLUB  
The Richmond & District Motor Cycle Club was first recorded in The Motor 

Cycle on 19 September 1906.  It was reported that The Marquis de Monzilly 

de St. Mars was elected President of the club, Captain L'Estrange was its 

Secretary and W. M. Paul, MD, was its Captain. The club would start its 

“active life” on 23 September 1906 with a run from Cranford Bridge to Great 
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Marlow, with lunch at The Compleat Angler Hotel. At a previous inaugural 

function, thirty members were recruited chiefly from the “professional classes”. 

It was reported that the club intended to be a thoroughly social organisation 

which appealed to both sexes interested in the “pastime of motoring” and 

members were invited to bring their lady friends to all functions. A paper 

chase and a hill climb were promised.15 The signs were that the club catered 

for motorists and motorcyclists.  What the “professional classes” were as far 

as the club was concerned needed consideration in due course.  The Marquis 

de Monzilly de St. Mars and Dr. Paul, remained in office from 1906 until 1910, 

although the club was known by a different name after 1910 [below].   

 On 22 March 1907, immediately after the AGM held in the Club Room at 

the Auto Cycle Union [ACU], The Motor Cycle reported that the club was 

starting its new year with a satisfactory bank balance and intended to “pursue 

a vigorous policy”. Additionally, a new rule had been passed whereby 

members whom the committee considered to be engaged in the motor cycle 

trade would not eligible to enter the club’s competitions.  

 This development suggested a possible distinction between “gentlemen 

and players”. Also, the gentleman-amateurs may have been concerned that 

riders with a trade background might have more riding experience and could 

build more engineering skill into their machines thereby to have the edge on 

them in competitions.   Moreover, the background to this might be the 

prevailing class system. Setting aside not having to earn a living at all, 

perhaps it could be reduced to perceived social status derived from the ways 

in which a living was earned.   

 On 27 March 1907, The Motor Cycle recorded the following officers: The 

President was The Marquis de Monzilly de St. Mars, the Vice Presidents were 

M. P. Boileau and F. Straight and the Captain was Dr. Paul; Committee 

members included Captain L’Estrange, S. Bramley-Moore, F. C. Wood, J. H. 

Greenwood, L. B. Clare, A. P. L. Sladen and L. Holman. 

 In 1908, The Motor Cycle reported a number of times on the activities of 

the club.16 Probably, this was because M. P. Boileau was its assistant editor 

and wished to publicise his club [below]. The club’s dinner and AGM, at an 

unspecified venue, were held on 24 March.  On 1 April 1908, the magazine 

reported the AGM and dinner and that affiliation to the ACU would continue.  
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The magazine, on 8 April 1908, recorded that H. C. King had taken over from 

Mr. Angell as Hon. Secretary and that meetings had been held at The 

Maypole pub in Surbiton.  On 6 May 1908, it was recorded that the club’s 

entrance fee was 2s 6d, the annual fee was 7s 6d, the President was The 

Marquis de Monzilly de St. Mars and the Hon. Secretary was H.C. King.  On 

20 May 1908, the magazine reported the club’s hill climb at Petworth. 

CHANGE OF NAME: THE RICHMOND & SURBITON MOTOR CLUB 
On 17 February 1909, The Motor Cycle reported that a committee meeting, at 

the home of Mr. H. C. King in Surbiton Road, Kingston, proposed that the 

club’s name should be changed to the “Richmond & District Motor Club” 

because of the number of motor car members.17 A motor car trend was 

indicated when the magazine, on 3 March 1909, announced that the club’s 

AGM would be held at the Royal Automobile Club [RAC] Associates’ 

Headquarters on 5 March.  Later in March, Mr. A. Carpmael read a paper 

entitled “Reminiscences of Motoring”.  The Motor Cycle, of 17 March 1909, 

reported that the club continued to be known as “The Richmond & District 

Motor Cycle Club”.  However, its affiliation to the ACU and association with 

the RAC, indicated that it catered for motor cyclists and motorists. Indeed, a 

Riley tricar and a Lagonda motor car were used by competitors in 1909 

[below]. Moreover, the annual fee for motorcyclist members, previously 7s 6d, 

was increased to 10s 6d, which might indicate that the club wished to attract 

only to attract riders from the better-off  professional classes. 
 The Motor Cycle carried a number of announcements about the club’s 

activities in 1909.  A run to Frensham Ponds, starting at Surbiton Assembly 

Rooms, took place, with a picnic at The Devil’s Jumps, Hindhead. There was 

a weekend at Petworth with an impromptu hill climb at Pitch Hill, near Ewhurst. 

A reliability trial of about 170 miles, with an overnight stop at Bognor was 

organised.  The route included Bury Hill, Duncton Hill and Furnhurst Hill.  A 

reliability trial was planned, with an overnight stop at The Palace Hotel, 

Hastings.  There was a picnic at Newlands Corner in Surrey. Probably, the 

last event of the season was a reliability trial mainly for the motorcycle section 

which involved a round trip of 110 miles between Surbiton and Winchester.  

 The Motor Cycle of 26 May 1910 reported that at the AGM of The 

Richmond and District Motor Cycle Club, held at the home of Dr. Paul in 
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Brunswick Road, Kingston, it was proposed that the organisation’s name 

should be changed to “The Richmond and Surbiton Motor Club”.18   The 

Marquis de Monzilly de St. Mars, was elected President, Mr. H. C. King  was 

elected Hon. Secretary and Dr. Paul was elected Captain.  Moreover, it was 

announced that four valuable silver challenge cups would be available for 

competitions in the following year.  The Motor Cycle of 8 December 1910 

reported that the annual dinner of the club was held in the Louis XVI Rooms 

of the Trocadero Restaurant in Piccadilly and that Colonel John Harrison 

Hogge presided.   The Trocadero appeared to be a fashionable place for club 

dinners, e.g., on 3 December 1904, The Surrey Comet recorded that Kingston 

Grammar School Old Boys recently had a dinner there.   

 The Marquis de Monzilly de St. Mars and Dr. William Moncrieff Paul, were 

connected with the Richmond & District Motor Cycle Club and later the 

Richmond & Surbiton Motor Club. Harold Charles King was associated with 

the clubs from 1908-1912.   It was assumed that these people were the 

nucleus of the clubs and in the case of Paul and King, determined the 

direction and policy.  Therefore, it was considered safe to assume that the 

ethos and practice of the clubs was were the same.  An assumption was  

made that the Marquis de Monzilly de St. Mars probably was more of a 

figurehead, a patron perhaps, of the clubs.  Hereinafter, the term Richmond & 

Surbiton MC, or R&SMC, will be used when considering either the Richmond 

& District Motorcycle Club or the Richmond & Surbiton Motor Club.   

PEOPLE  
The following people were identified in the 1911 Census.   In some cases, 

more information was available. 

Joseph, Marquis de Monzilly de St Mars. President, 1906-1910, in the 

Census was 36 years of age, a French citizen of private means, the head of 

the household, living in a flat at 51 Bryanston Street, Marylebone. In 1904, he 

was a guest at a high-society wedding reception in London.19 In 1905-1906, 

he was the President of the Federation Internationale de Motocyclisme 

[known as the F.I.M.]  In 1907 he donated the Senior TT Trophy to the ACU.  

This magnificent trophy, 108 cm tall and weighing 23.7 kg, which carries his 

name, still is awarded today.  He won car races at Brooklands, in 1907 and 

1908, when he was listed as a Brooklands Registered Amateur.  In 1911, 
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driving a Daimler car, he received a commendation for his performance in The 

Prince Henry Trophy competition.20  
Etienne Musgrave Phipps Boileau. A Vice-President in 1907, in the Census, 

was 31 years of age, born in St. Mary Abbots, Kensington, the head of the 

household, a married journalist and assistant editor of The Motor Cycle, living 

at 35 West Cromwell Road, South West London. In 1912, he represented The 

Motor Cycle at the Hertfordshire County Automobile Club’s Annual Dinner.  In 

1913, he was one of the ACU representatives on the General Committee of 

the RAC and was one of two representatives of Great Britain at the third 

meeting of the Federation International des Clubs Motorcyclists in Paris.21  

Frederick Straight. A Vice-President in 1907, in the Census, was 41 years of 

age, married, secretary of the Auto Cycle Union, born in Hackney, Middlesex, 

the head of the household, living at 26 Nelson Road, Stroud Green, Hornsey, 

Middlesex.  On the List of 1904 Motorists, he was a founder member of the 

British Motor Cycle Racing Club and owner of Excelsior and Humber 

motorcycles. Moreover, reportedly he desired to see motor cycles obtain the 

same privileges as motor cars and aimed at making the Auto Cycle Union, of 

which he was then the Secretary, the governing body of all matters relating to 

motor cycling.22  
Edmund George Savile L’Estrange Malone.  Hon. Secretary in 1906, in the 

Census, was 32 years of age, born in Armagh, Ireland, the head of the 

household, a married Captain in the Royal Fusiliers, living at 13 Oxford 

Square, Paddington   According to The Motor Cycle, in 1906, his address was 

The Automobile Club, 119 Piccadilly and 62, Bath Road, Bedford Park, 

London W. In WW1 he served in France and rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel.23 

Harold Charles King.  Hon. Secretary, 1908-1910, in the Census, was 35 

years of age, born in Coggeshall, Essex, an unmarried automobile engineer 

with employees, who was a paying guest at  Walton House, 57 Surbiton Road, 

Kingston upon Thames.  He occupied one furnished room on the second floor 

for 35 shillings per week.  In July 1910 his name was entered into the Register 

of The Institution of Mechanical Engineers.  One of his proposers was Sir A. B. 

W. Kennedy, FRS. His other proposer was Kenneth Phipson Hawksley, a 

distinguished civil engineer.  King’s address on the Register was Engineer & 

Manager, Humber Car Agency & Garage, 39 Eden Street, Kingston upon 
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Thames.24  The status of his proposers indicated that he was well-connected 

within the engineering establishment of the time.  

Dr. William Moncrieff Paul. Captain, 1906-1910, in the Census, was 38 

years of age, born in Coldstream, Berwickshire, the head of the household, a 

widower who was a medical practitioner, living at I Brunswick Road, Kingston 

Hill.  The Official Race Card of the Brooklands Automobile Racing Club for the 

Easter meeting in 1911 listed him as the Honorary Medical Officer.25  

Swinfen Bramley-Moore. In 1903 he rode a Booth motorcycle in the ACU 

1000 mile trial.  In 1904-1905, he was a partner in the Hulbert-Bramley Motor 

Co. Ltd. of 19 Grand Parade, Putney, London SW. The company 

manufactured motorcycles and a forecar, all fitted with Minerva engines.   A 

committee member in 1907, in the Census, he was 27 years of age, a married 

motor engineering designer, born in London, head of the household, who in 

1911 was living at 5 Walsgrave Road, Coventry.  In 1910 he worked for the 

Humber company in Coventry and in 1911 he was the chief draughtsman for 

the David Brown company of Huddersfield.  It was assumed that in 1907 he 

lived in the Kingston area, possibly in Putney which is about five miles away, 

but his address there was not discovered.  In WW1 he served in France and 

England as a Captain in the Royal Army Service Corps and was awarded the 

Military Cross.26  
Arthur Carpmael. A committee member in 1907, in the Census, was 31 

years of age, a married patent agent, born in Sutton, Surrey, head of the 

household, living at The White House, Coombe Warren, Kingston upon 

Thames.  

Dr. Elmore Wright Brewerton. The Motor Cycle of 15 September 1909 

reported that he took part in a reliability trial, a round trip from Surbiton to 

Winchester of 110 miles, in a 12 hp Lagonda motor car. He was an 

ophthalmic surgeon, a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons,  who worked 

at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, The Royal Westminster Hospital, The 

Metropolitan Hospital and, during WW1, at the 4th London General Hospital.  

In his younger days he was an enthusiastic motor cyclist and motorist who 

took part in the John O’Groats to Land’s End Trial.27  In 1911, he was aged 43, 

born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, was unmarried and a boarder in a medical 
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household at 84 Wimpole Street, London, with three occupants, including two 

physicians, and three servants.  

Colonel John Henry Harrison Hogge. Presided at the annual dinner in 1910. 

In the 1911 Census, was 50 years of age, born in Aldershot, Hampshire, the 

head of the household, a married manager of an insurance company and 

Colonel in the Hampshire Royal Garrison Artillery, part of the Wessex 

Territorial Force, living at “Stanhope”, Claygate, Surrey.  It was unclear 

whether Colonel Hogge was a member of the club or had been asked to 

preside at the dinner as a guest because he was a suitable figurehead.    

VEHICLES  
Reports in The Motor Cycle in 1909 showed that vehicles used in the club’s 

events included a 7.8 hp ROC-Peugeot motorcar, a Humber motorcycle, a 3.5 

hp NSU motorcycle, a  3.5 hp Triumph motorcycle,  a 5 hp Riley tricar and Dr. 

Brewerton’s 12 hp Lagonda motorcar. 

ANALYSIS OF 1911 CENSUS DATA 
Table 2 was constructed to facilitate analysis of the data. Age range & 
marital status. Excluding Colonel Harrison-Hogge who was aged 50, the 

ages of the members ranged from 27-43, with an average of about 35 years. 

One was a widower, six were married and three were unmarried. 

Occupations.  Excluding the Marquis de Monzilly de St Mars who was a 

French nobleman of private means, two were medical men: other occupations 

were patent agent, automobile engineer, the Assistant Editor of The Motor 

Cycle, designer in motor engineering, army officer, secretary of the Autocycle 

Union and manager of an insurance company.  Assuming that this range of 

occupations was a fair sample of the whole membership of the club when it 

was formed in 1906, it indicated what the club understood then by the term 

“professional classes” [above]. Household information. Captain Malone had 

seven servants and his residence had sixteen rooms. Colonel Harrison-Hogge 

had three servants and occupied a residence with eleven rooms.  Dr. Paul 

had two servants, the household where Dr. Brewerton lived had three 

servants and their residences had, respectively, eight and fourteen rooms. 

Both residences probably incorporated medical consulting rooms. On the 

other hand, of the ten persons listed, Frederick Straight declared only four 

rooms in his household and employed no servants.  
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RICHMOND & SURBITON MC 
Name & domicile Status  Age Occupation Rooms Servants 
Joseph, Marquis de 
Monzilly de St Mars 
51 Bryanston Street, 
Marylebone 

Unmarried 36 Private means 2 
[a small 
flat] 

none 

Arthur Carpmael 
The White House, 
Coombe Warren, 
Kingston 

Married 31 Patent agent 10 1 

William Moncrieff Paul 
1 Brunswick Road, 
Kingston 

Widower 36 Medical 
practitioner 
[MD] 

8 2 

Harold Charles King 
57 Surbiton Road, 
Kingston 

Unmarried 35 Automobile 
engineer 

11 
[a guest 
house] 

1 

Etienne Musgrave 
Phipps Boileau 
35 West Cromwell 
Road, London SW 

Married 31 Journalist & 
Assistant 
Editor of The 
Motor Cycle 

13 2 

Swinfen Bramley-
Moore 
5 Walsgrave Road, 
Coventry [possibly 
lived in Putney, 
London SW earlier] 

Married 27 Designer in 
motor 
engineering 

7 1 

Edmund L’Estrange 
Malone 
13  Oxford Square, 
Paddington 

Married 32 Captain in 
Royal Fusiliers 

16 7 

Frederick Straight 
26 Nelson Road, 
Stroud Green, 
Hackney, Middx. 

Married 41 Secretary of 
Autocycle Club 

4 None 

Elmore Wright 
Brewerton 
84 Wimpole Street, 
London W1 

Unmarried 43 Ophthalmic 
surgeon 
[FRCS] 

14 3 

Colonel John Henry 
Harrison Hogge 
Stanhope, Claygate, 
Surrey 

Married 50 Manager of 
insurance 
company & 
Colonel in 
Territorial 
Force 

11 3 

TABLE 2. DATA FROM 1911 CENSUS, RICHMOND & SURBITON MC. 
 
 In summary, of the eleven persons listed, nine had resident servants and 

eight had between eight and sixteen rooms in their households. King was a 

paying guest occupying a single furnished room at 35 shillings a week, in a 

boarding establishment with one servant. While the president, The Marquis 

Monzilly de St. Mars, did not have a servant living in his household, with 

regard to his status and lifestyle, it was difficult to accept that he did not have 

a least one servant and perhaps they were absent on Census night or were 
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not a live-in servant.  He had a chauffeur in 1906.28 Domicile. None of the 

members lived in Richmond or Surbiton and three lived in Kingston.   

MOTOR SPORT AND ENGINEERING  
Of the people associated with the Richmond & Surbiton MC, four, Monzilly de 

St. Mars, Boileau, Paul, Brewerton and Straight appeared to part of the motor 

sport establishment in one way or another. King and Bramley-Moore, were 

involved in motor engineering.   

SURBITON & KINGSTON MOTOR CYCLE CLUB [S&KMCC], 1910 
The Motor Cycle on 31 March 1910 reported a proposal for a motorcycle club 

in Surbiton for which more information could be obtained from Mr J. Aldridge, 

of Surbiton, who was acting as secretary, pro tem.  The same newspaper, on 

13 April 1910, reported that at meeting, held on the previous Monday evening 

at The Black Lion Hotel, Surbiton, a new club, The Surbiton & Kingston Motor 

Cycle Club, was inaugurated. The hotel was chosen as the club’s 

headquarters and the subscriptions were set provisionally at five shillings per 

annum.  The new club’s rules, based on those of the Surrey Motor Cycle Club, 

were agreed. But decisions on affiliation to the ACU, the design of the club 

badges, the choice of President, the choice of Vice-president and the fixture 

list for the forthcoming season were deferred.  However, it was agreed that 

the badges would have to be purchased by the members and would become 

their absolute property.  

 The newspaper reported that a provisional committee was formed as 

follows: T. D. Savage, Chairman, J. L. Aldridge, Hon. Secretary & Treasurer. 

Committee members included, J. H. Roberts, W. Simpson, S. Murrells, W. 

Tibbet, R. Watson, C. Smith, T. Warwick, S. J. Denham and F.C. White. It 

was agreed that for the time being a captain and vice-captain should be 

appointed for every run.  Furthermore, it was agreed that there should be a 

run on the following Saturday from The Black Lion to Maidenhead and back, 

starting at 3 pm and it was proposed that on the following Sunday riders 

should meet at headquarters at 9 am for a run, the route of which would be 

agreed.  Intending members were welcomed at both events.  

 The Surrey Comet report ended, “the new club should meet with very wide 

support as it fills a distinct gap, there being no local motor cycle clubs 

between Richmond and Guildford”.   This probably referred to the Richmond & 
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District Motor Cycle Club [above], and the Surrey Motor Cycle Club, whose 

headquarters was The Angel Hotel, Guildford, according to The Motor Cycle, 

of 28 February 1910. 

PEOPLE  
The following were identified in the 1911 Census.  

Thomas Douglas Savage. He was 41 years of age, born in Kendal, 

Westmorland, the head of the household, a married commercial traveller in 

the printing industry who lived at 37 Beaufort Road, Kingston.  

Sidney George Murrells. He was 40 years of age, a married cycle maker 

with employees, born in Long Ditton, Surrey, the head of the household, who 

lived at 110 Brighton Road, Surbiton.  

Walter Simpson. He was 33 years of age, a married commercial traveller for 

a timber merchant, born in Northampton, the head of the household, who lived 

at 83 St. Alban’s Road, Kingston.  

J. L. Aldridge. His forenames and age were not discovered. He was living at 

“Kimberley”, Arlington Road, Surbiton, in 1910, probably as a lodger. He was 

not living there in the 1911 Census, when it appeared to be a boarding house 

with four residents, a grocer’s assistant, a butcher’s manager, an 

ironmonger’s assistant and a hosier’s assistant. His occupation was not 

discovered but with reference to the occupants of 1911, and the fact that he 

was the secretary and treasurer of the club, possibly he was a clerk or worked 

in a bank.29    

ANALYSIS OF 1911 CENSUS DATA 
 SURBITON & KINGSTON MCC 

Thomas Douglas 
Savage 
37 Beaufort Road, 
Kingston 

Married 41 Commercial 
traveller, 
printing 

9 1 

Sidney George 
Murrells 
110 Brighton Road, 
Surbiton 

Married 40 Cycle maker 5 1 

Walter Simpson 
83 St Albans Road, 
Kingston 

Married 33 Commercial 
traveller, 
timber 
merchant 

7 None 

J. L. Aldridge 
Kimberley, Arlington 
Road, Surbiton 

Unknown ? Possible a 
clerk  

6  
[a 
boarding 
house]  

None 

TABLE 3. DATA FROM 1911 CENSUS, SURBITON & KINGSTON MCC. 
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Table 3 was constructed to facilitate analysis of the data. As little could be 

discovered about Aldridge, he was excluded.  Age range & marital status. 
The ages of the members ranged from 33-41, with an average of 38 years 

and all were married. Occupations. Two were commercial travellers and one 

was a cycle maker. Overall, it could be said that they were all engaged in 

trade or commerce. The chairman was a commercial traveller.  Household 
information.  Savage had a residence with nine rooms and had one servant. 

Murrells, a cycle maker, had a residence with five rooms and probably lived 

above his work premises.  He had one servant but possibly he was an 

assistant in the cycle making business.  Simpson had no servants and had a 

residence with seven rooms. Domicile. Two members lived in Kingston and 

one lived in Surbiton.   On the basis of the limited information available, the 

overall impression was that the club was very much a local one with the 

membership engaged in trade or commerce. There was no evidence that 

members were part of the motor sport establishment. 

 
Figure 3.  Douglas motorcycle, one of the many types of machine ridden 
by members of motorcycle clubs in the Kingston upon Thames area 
before the start of the Great War.  It is typical of the machines of the 
period in that it has belt drive  and primitive brakes.  Note also the chain 
wheel and pedals starting facility. Computer-enhanced image provided 
by John McCarthy. 
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ESTIMATE OF INCOME 
With reference to Tables 1-3, it was assumed that, independently of whether 

a residence was owned or rented, and independently of its rateable value, the 

income of a household, from whatever source, was indicated by the number 

of rooms available and the number of servants employed.  It was reasoned 

that the greater the number of rooms in a household the greater would need 

to be the income coming in to maintain them.  And, the greater the number of 

servants in a household, the more income would be needed to pay their 

wages and for their subsistence.  Therefore, the number of rooms and 

servants declared in the 1911 Census could provide a rough estimate of the 

income and status of a household.   

 What income would be needed to run a motorcycle before the Great War?  

Writing in the The Motor Cycle on 11 January 1912, the columnist “Ixion” said 

that anyone who could afford £50 for a new machine - or very much less for a 

good second-hand one - and had  £10 annually for its upkeep could afford to 

run a motorcycle. This estimate was based on the owner having in Ixion’s 

words  the “very slight mechanical ability” needed to be able repair and 

maintain the machine, thereby to save himself garage bills.30  He did not 

elaborate on running costs, but various letters in the magazine of 1912 

indicated that there was commonality in outlay on drive belts, lubricating oil, 

petrol, sparking plugs, tyres, inner tubes, insurance and calcium carbide for 

acetylene lamps.   Another indicator of income might be the venue chosen for 

a club’s dinner.  Probably, the K&DMCC’s dinner at the Kingston Hotel, 

opposite the railway station in Kingston upon Thames, would have been 

cheaper in terms of costs per head than the R&SMC’s event   in the Louis VXI 

Rooms of the Trocadero Restaurant in Piccadilly. 

 Regarding a household as an indicator of income, it was convenient to 

consider K&DMCC & R&SMC together.  Of the committee members, most 

appeared to  live in modest households of six rooms and only two households 

had resident servants, although one could have been a shop assistant.   

 On the other hand, Captain Malone, Hon. Secretary in 1906 of R&SMC’s 

forerunner club, must have been well-off financially.  He had seven servants 

for his family of four persons and they had a residence with sixteen rooms. 

Colonel Harrison-Hogge’s household of five, including three servants, 
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occupied a residence with eleven rooms. Drs. Paul and Brewerton had 

servants and had residences, with, respectively, eight and fourteen rooms. 

Both residences probably incorporated medical consulting rooms. On the 

other hand, of the ten persons listed, Frederick Straight declared only four 

rooms in his household and employed no servants.  In summary, of the 

eleven persons listed, nine had resident servants and eight had between eight 

and sixteen rooms in their households. 

 Harold Charles King was a paying guest occupying a single furnished room 

at 35 shillings a week, in a boarding establishment with one servant. 

Undoubtedly, the Marquis Monzilly de St. Mars was a wealthy man of 

independent means. 

THE START OF THE GREAT WAR 
The last report on the activities of the K&DMCC, the last report in The Motor 

Cycle on any of the clubs outlined above, was in May 1914.  On 4 August 

1914, the United Kingdom declared war on Germany.  A feature in The Motor 

Cycle of 29 October 1914 indicated that by that date the call to arms had 

resulted in all army vacancies for motorcyclists being filled.  Moreover, as 

ordinary competitions had been cancelled, committees were advised to 

encourage members to become proficient with rifle and pistol as well as map 

reading and reconnaissance work so as to be ready if their services were 

required.  It seemed likely that the start of the Great War curtailed the 

activities of motorcycle clubs in the Kingston upon Thames area. 

OUR ADVICE TO CLUBS 
 At a time when every motorcyclist is anxious to serve his King and County, 
and when all army vacancies are for the present filled, the advice of the “THE 
MOTOR CYCLE” to Club Committees is to encourage members to cultivate 
assiduously an intimate knowledge of their own particular localities, to 
become well versed in the art of map reading, and practiced in the art of 
handling a rifle, as well as a revolver, so that if their services are required, 
they will be as useful as possible. 
 Ordinary competitions having been cancelled, Clubs might well arrange 
map reading contests and reconnaissance tests in districts not occupied by 
troops. 

From The Motor Cycle, 29 October 1914, edited transcript 
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
Analysis of the Census data, in Tables 1-3 and the other income issues 

raised above facilitated a broad, somewhat subjective, overall impression of 

motorcycle clubs that existed between 1906-1914 in the Kingston upon 

Thames area.  An assumption was made that the persons identified with each 

club, committee members and others, generally were representative of the 

relevant club as a whole.  

K&DMCC. Most of the members of the club lived in the Kingston area or lived 

within easy travelling distance of Kingston. Mainly, they were men in their 

thirties who were employed locally in trade or commerce.  Of the committee 

members, most lived in households of six rooms and only two households had 

resident servants.  Of the three unmarried men, one lived in his father’s 

household, one was a boarder in a household and the other was a lodger in a 

household.  By Ixion’s criteria, they had income sufficient to buy  a motorcycle 

and could afford £10 per annum to run it.31  Furthermore, their incomes 

enabled them to engage in motorcycle events and social activities.  

R&SMC.  The catchment area was spread wide and was not within the 

immediate area of Kingston as was the K&DMCC and few of the residents 

lived in Richmond or Surbiton. Excluding Colonel Harrison-Hogge, mainly they 

were men aged in their thirties.  One was a widower, six were married and 

three were unmarried. Two were medical men. Other occupations were patent 

agent, automobile engineer, the Assistant Editor of The Motor Cycle, designer 

in motor engineering, army officer, Secretary of the Autocycle Club and 

manager of an insurance company.  Assuming that this range of occupations 

was a fair sample of the whole membership of the club when it was formed in 

1906, it provided a clue to what the club understood then by the term 

“professional classes” [above].  On the face of it, they appeared to be better-

off financially than members of the K&DMCC.  Six had households of 10 

rooms or more. Eight had servants living in their households.   Edmund 

L’Estrange Malone had a household of sixteen rooms and employed seven 

servants.   By Ixion’s criteria, members of R&SMC generally had more than 

sufficient income to buy  a motorcycle and easily could afford £10 per annum 

to run it.32 And, it is safe to assume that those who owned another sort of 

motor vehicle could afford to run it. 
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 While the different club memberships were drawn from different 

occupational groups with the R&SMC probably being better-off financially than 

the others, nevertheless the clubs organised the same type of competitions on 

public roads and enjoyed the same sort of social activities.  However, it 

seemed likely that the start of the Great War, in which some members served, 

curtailed the activities of motorcycle clubs in the Kingston upon Thames area. 
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